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against the sacrilegious ambition of the Antipope, Inno-
cent annulled all his decrees. " We degrade all whom
he has promoted; we expel from holy orders and depose
all whom he has consecrated." Those ordained by the
legate of Anacletus, Gerard of Angouleme, were inter-
dicted from their functions. Each of these degraded
Prelates was summoned. The Pope assailed those that
appeared with indignant reproaches, wrenched their
pastoral staves out of their hands, himself stripped the
palls from their shoulders, and without mercy took
away the rings by which they were wedded to their
churches.

The decrees of the Lateran Council, while the Pope
asserted his unlimited power over the episcopal order,
gave to the bishops the same unlimited power over the
lower clergy.f Even for irregular or unbecoming dress
they might be deprived of their benefices. The mar-
riage of subdeacons was strictly forbidden. A remark-
able statute inhibited the prevailing usage of monks
and regular canons practising law and medicine; the
law, as tending not merely to withdraw them from their
proper occupation of psalmody, but as confounding their
notions of right and wrong, of justice and iniquity, and
encouraging them to be avaricious of worldly gain.
The same avidity for lucre led them to practise medi-
cine, the knowledge of which could not be reconciled
with the severe modesty of a monk.

Another significant canon betrayed that already a
secret insurrection was brooding in the hearts of men
against the sacerdotal authority of the Church. These
very times witnessed a formidable struggle against her
wealth and power ; and some bolder men had already
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